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Is China moving in the direction of greater democratic opening?  A  more consultative form of 
politics is emerging in China, but questioning the one-party state is still not deemed legitimate and 
the demand for democratic change is hard to gauge. The driving force behind the ushering in of a 
more open form of politics is the Chinese Communist Party's 'National Project'. 
This paper examines the complex relations between nationalism, economic development and 
political change in China and assesses the prospects for longer-term democratisation - along with 
the policy implications for Western governments.  
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SHAUN BRESLIN is Professor of Politics and International Studies at the University of Warwick, 
UK, and Associate Fellow of the Asia Research Centre. He has written extensively on the political 
economy, development and democratisation of China. His most recent book is China and the 
Global Political Economy. Other books include China in the 1980s: Centre-Province Relations in a 
Reforming Socialist State, Mao, and Comparative Government and Politics. He is co-editor of The 
Pacific Review.  He has also undertaken policy work or given presentations for the Stanley 
foundation, the British government (the FCO, DFiD, DEFRA), the Industry and Parliament Trust, 
the UNDP (in Vietnam), the Hong Kong Forum, the British Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong, 
the EU Public Sector Management Programme (in the Dominican Republic), Strategic Intelligence 
Executive Forum (in Beijing and Shanghai), the Foreign Affairs Committee of the House of 
Parliament, and Shell.  


