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Singapore’s 11th general elections since independence are widely expected to be held in the second 
quarter of 2011, against the background of significant Constitutional and legislative changes 
affecting the electoral system. In April 2010, the People’s Action Party (PAP) government tabled 
into law three parliamentary bills that collectively lower the number of Group Representation 
Constituencies (GRC), increase the number of Non-Constituency Members of Parliament (NCMPs) 
and render the scheme of Nominated Members of Parliament (NMPs) permanent.  Amendments 
also provide for a “cooling off” day on election eve during which there is to be no election 
advertising (including alternative content online), only “news” from government licensed news 
organisations and sanctioned party political broadcasts. Nevertheless, alternative content is expected 
to appear online during the cooling off day, with Facebook the platform to watch in the city-state’s 
forthcoming elections. 
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