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The literature on new security concepts and practices suggests we are seeing a shift from traditional 
to non-traditional security. It is argued here that the emergence of this shift within security and its 
governance needs to be conceptualised not simply as the ‘securitisation’ of new threats but in terms 
of a deep-seated historical transformation in the scale of state institutions and activities. The salient 
feature of new security issues is to be found in security’s relocation from the national level to a 
variety of new spatial and territorial arenas. Such shifts in the scale of the institutional and 
discursive production of security challenge the methodological nationalism that underpins the 
literatures on both traditional and non-traditional security. The rescaling of security and its 
governance has significant implications for the trajectory of the process of state transformation. In 
turn, locating the shifting nature of security in the context of state transformation allows for 
explaining variation in the way security is governed. The argument is illustrated with a case study 
of environmental security governance in Southeast Asia. 
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Dr Shahar Hameiri is currently an Australian Research Council Postdoctoral Fellow, Lecturer in International Politics 
and Fellow of the Asia Research Centre, Murdoch University. He was recently awarded a three-year fully funded 
Australian Research Council Postdoctoral Fellowship for a joint Discovery Project with Dr Lee Jones from Queen 
Mary, University of London. The project, entitled ‘Securitisation and the Governance of Non-traditional Security in 
Southeast Asia and the Southwest Pacific', is a comparative study of the factors shaping the way NTS problems are 
defined and governed in the two regions of the world closest to Australia. Dr Hameiri’s research interests are diverse, 
traversing the fields of security, development and aid, governance, political geography and international relations. His 
work has been published in a book, Regulating Statehood: State Building and the Transformation of the Global Order 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), and in journals such as Political Studies, Millennium: Journal of International Studies, 
Journal of Contemporary Asia, Third World Quarterly, The Pacific Review and The Australian Journal of International 
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