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Well before the events now known as 3/11 injected greater urgency to the task, scholars and policy-
makers alike have long considered Japan’s future international role. Opinions have ranged over it
becoming a more ‘normal’ military power, an ‘international state’; a middle power, a ‘soft power
superpower’, or more of a ‘global ordinary power’. The July 2011 McKinsey report Reimagining
Japan: the quest for a future that works was only the latest in a long line of introspective works.
Indeed, one can sum up the general tone of inquiry in terms of, as Rienhard Drifte (1996) put it,
‘from economic superpower to what power?” While much academic attention has focused on
Tokyo’s turn towards “soft” power to help raise its declining international profile, these have tended
to focus largely on Japan’s cultural diplomacy. This paper suggests that in fact, Joseph Nye’s
concept of soft power is much broader than cultural attractiveness per se. It also stresses the ability
to generate ‘soft’ power through attractive domestic and international policies that promote values,
norms and interests that others around the world share globally. With this in mind, this paper
examines the ‘soft’ power aspirations and conceptual implications of Japan’s New Growth Strategy
(2010) expressing a desire to become “a country that solves global-scale problems’.
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