
 
 

Japan’s Role in Asia:  
New Dynamics, New Directions 

Special Public Lecture Series presented by the Asia Research Centre 
 

 
To foster a deeper understanding of the contemporary political and economic forces 
shaping Japan’s engagement with Asia and the implications of this for Australia, the 
Asia Research Centre at Murdoch University presents a special public lecture series 
involving three leading Japanese scholars. Far-reaching political and economic 
reforms are being countenanced within Japan that are the subject of widespread 
domestic debate and discussion. Meanwhile, new geopolitical realities such as the 
increased significance of India and China within the region combine with traditional 
security questions over Taiwan and North Korea to throw into question Japan’s 
defence and security approach within Asia. These pressures have added to the 
domestic debate about Japanese national identity as well as defence and foreign 
policy, the outcomes of which will be of crucial consequence for regional prosperity 
and stability. 
 
 
25th August   Professor Keiichi Tsunekawa,  

University of Tokyo     
15th September  Professor Yasuji Ishigaki,  

Tokai University Law School    
27th October  Professor Takashi Shiraishi,  

National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, Tokyo
   

 
The Asia Research Centre has established itself over more than a decade as an 
international leader in the study of social, political and economic dynamics within 
East and Southeast Asia.  
 
This series was facilitated by the assistance of a 2006 Australia-Japan Year of 
Exchange Grass-roots Support grant. 
 
More information will be available on the Asia Research Centre website 
(wwwarc.murdoch.edu.au) closer to the times for each lecture. 


