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Eight years of the Bush Administration have seen a dramatic transformation of Indo-U.S. relations. 
The attempt to construct an unprecedented strategic partnership between the two nations has 
demanded a significant revision of the dominant national assumptions about each other in New 
Delhi and Washington. Not surprisingly this has run into considerable bureaucratic and political 
opposition in both the countries. As new governments take charge in both countries in 2009, the 
sustainability of the new strategic partnership remains an open-ended question. The Lecture will be 
in three parts. It will begin with a review of bilateral relations during the Bush years, with a special 
focus four areas—nuclear cooperation, defence partnership, Pakistan and South Asia, and the search 
for a new balance of power in Asia in the context of a rising China. The second part examines the 
strategic assumptions that shaped the evolution of bilateral relations—especially the U.S. readiness 
to invest in a rising India without seeking immediate returns, and New Delhi’s willingness to 
modify its traditional policy of non-alignment and move towards an alliance-like relationship with 
Washington. The final part examines whether these assumptions might survive the political 
transition at home and the altering international environment.    
 
 

Friday 7th November 2008 
2:00 pm 

8th Floor Conference Room, Exchange Plaza 
All Welcome 

 
C. Raja Mohan is currently a Professor at the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang Technological 
University, Singapore. Earlier, Mohan was Professor of South Asian Studies at the Jawaharlal Nehru University in New 
Delhi. He also served as the  Strategic Affairs Editor of the Indian Express in New Delhi, and the Diplomatic Editor and 
Washington Correspondent of The Hindu. Mohan has a masters degree in Nuclear Physics and a Ph.D. in international 
relations. He was a member of India’s National Security Advisory Board during 1998-2000 and 2004-06. Mohan Was a 
Jennings Randolph Peace Fellow at the U.S. Institute of Peace, Washington DC, during 1992-93. His recent books 
include Crossing the Rubicon: The Shaping of India’s New Foreign Policy (New York: Palgrave, 2004) and Impossible 
Allies: Nuclear India, United States and the Global Order (New Delhi: India Research Press, 2006).   
 
No charge for attendance but registration required by 4th November to Tamara Dent, Asia Research 
Centre at t.dent@murdoch.edu.au 


