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Professor Takashi Shiraishi majored in international relations at the University of Tokyo in 1972 and 
obtained his Ph.D. in history from Cornell University in 1986. He and is currently Professor and Vice-
President at the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies in Tokyo. His previous academic 
appointments include the University of Tokyo (1975-86), Cornell University (1996-1998) and Kyoto 
University (1997-2005). He has also served as editor of the Cornell University journal Indonesia. Since 2001 
he has been editor of Japan Echo, a visiting fellow of Yomiuri Shinbun and a faculty fellow of the Research 
Institute of Economy, Industry and Trade in Tokyo. 
 
He has published sixteen books, three of which are award-winning. His English-language sole authored 
books include An Age in Motion: Popular Radicalism in Java, 1912-1926 (Cornell University Press, 1990), 
Reading Southeast Asia (Cornell Southeast Asia Program, 1990) and Japanese in Colonial Southeast Asia 
(Cornell Southeast Asia Program, 1995). Recent jointly-edited books include Network Power: Japan and 
Asia (Cornell University Press, 1997), After the Crisis: Hegemony, Technocracy and Governance in 
Southeast Asia (Kyoto University Press, 2005) and Beyond Japan: The Dynamics of East Asian Regionalism 
(Cornell University Press, 2006).  
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This Special Public Lecture Series, Japan’s Role in Asia: New Dynamics, New Directions, is facilitated by the 
assistance of a 2006 Australia-Japan Year of Exchange Grass-roots Support grant. 


